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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Ms. Wheeler comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She states that she has difficulties with work-related activities because of a loss of vision. She has a history of cataracts, having undergone cataract surgery in the left eye by myself on February 25, 2019. As well, she has a history of glaucoma, having undergone laser treatment for the glaucoma. She states that she had a stroke in 2017 that she thinks was related to her diabetes. She has not shown diabetic retinopathy in the past during examinations with myself. She states that she has difficulty working at this point because she underwent a left foot toe amputation. She has worked as a hairstylist and states that she can only work part time because it is hard for her to stand up for long periods of time and do her work. As well, she states that she has headaches and sensitivity to light. She does not use eye drops.

On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is 20/20 on each side. This is with a spectacle correction of –​2.00 sphere on the right and +1.50 –0.25 x 032 on the left. The near acuity on the right side without correction is 20/20 at 14 inches. The near acuity on the left side with an ADD of +3.00 measures 20/20 at 14 inches. The slit lamp examination shows 3+ cortical opacification to the lens on the right side and 3+ opacification to the posterior capsule on the left side. The corneas are clear. The anterior chambers are deep and quiet. The fundus examination shows a cup-to-disc ratio of 0.65 on both sides. There are no hemorrhages. There is no edema. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Goldmann visual field test utilizing a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows 133 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 130 degrees of horizontal field on the left.

Assessment:
1. Cataract, right eye.

2. Glaucoma.

Ms. Wheeler has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of glaucoma and cataracts. However, at this point, she does not show enough eye disease that one would expect her to have difficulties performing the visual tasks required in the work environment. She can read small print, distinguish between small objects, and avoid hazards in her environment.
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Although the cataracts may explain the sensitivity to light, it is likely that she would benefit from wearing sunglasses. As well, she will have a laser capsulotomy on the left side in the near future and may have cataract surgery on the right side in the near future. Her ocular prognosis is good.

Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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